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Needs Analysis of English Language Oral Communication Skills 

for Tourism and Hotels purposes 

Abstract  
 Needs analysis plays a vital role in successful English 

for Specific Purposes development. The current study 

aimed at investigating the highly needed oral 

communication skills in the tourism and hotels workplace. 

The sample of the study consisted of 42 hotels employees 

in Egypt. Data was collected through the participants’ 

responses to questionnaire items, which consisted of three 

sections, and semi structure interviews. After quantitative 

and qualitative analysis, the results revealed that 

understanding guests' inquiries, clarification (giving 

directions and problem solving) and conversational skills 

are the highly required OCS in the tourism and hotels 

workplace, followed by recognizing different accents, 

discussion and fluency. In addition, the study included 

some needed sub-skills. It is recommended that curriculum 

and textbook designers make use of the need analysis 

results and implications presented in this study. They 

should pay more attention to textbook and syllabus 

selection in terms of workplace needs. These job-related 

needs help enable future employees to excel OCS in the 

workplace 
Keywords: Needs Analysis, Oral Communication Skills, 

Employees of Tourism and Hotels. 
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1. Introduction 
             English is the universal language of 

communication. In the modern world, English has become 

the most dominant language in terms of use. In learning a 

language, the ultimate aim is to be able to utilize the 

language in day-to-day tasks and most importantly in 

satisfying career demands. Learners are more willing to 

learn and perform different tasks if they undrestand the 

significance of language skills in real life situations. In 

most Egyptian classrooms, the major focus of the 

teachers and students is on reading and writing skills 

rather than listening and speaking skills. From the 

researcher’s experience, oral communication skills (OCS), 

mainly speaking and listening,  are barely addressed in 

EFL language classrooms in Egypt. In addition, 

assessment is based on written examinations while OCS 

are ignored in schools in general, and in technical schools 

in particular.  

           OCS refer to the ability to communicate effectively 

with superiors, colleagues, and staff. Many researchers 

(e.g. Abu-Snoubar, 2017; Colomar & Pilar 2015, Dunbar 

et al 2006; Moslehifar 2012, Noor, 2019; Rahman 2015; 

Rao, 2019) proved that OCS are essential for success in all 

fields of work. OCS, therefore, should be developed in the 

classroom context. Due to resource constraints, it is not 

possible in current EFL learning programs to test listening 

and speaking skills or even practice them properly. 

Students’ communication skills remain poor. Morozova 

(2013) asserted that the problem of poor speaking ability is 

persistent in many countries and it is necessary to build 

communicative competence of learners.  
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           Thus, learners should improve their level of English 

language proficiency and communicative competence. The 

learners need to be exposed with the material in relation to 

their specific field in order to be able to develop their 

knowledge. In her study, Saraa (2020) indicated that 

practitioners faced many obstacles which prevented them 

from operating adequately in the target context. She 

mainly suggested providing adequate textbooks of ESP for 

each discipline, training teachers, and providing a syllabus 

model for each specialty. Further, a procedural 

methodology for designing a syllabus in ESP context was 

also suggested. Rasekh and Simin (2012) asserted that 

hotels and tourism school graduates lacked good English 

Language command in the workplace. In their study, 

Rashidi and Kehtarfard (2014) equally suggested that the 

textbook should be revised or at least supplemented by 

other instructional materials, so that it could be more 

effective for the aforementioned learners. Dunbar et al. 

(2006) contended that students required speaking and 

listening skills which would help them to be successful in 

future courses and in the workplace. 

            English for tourism purposes (ETP) has been 

categorized under English for specific purposes. In fact, 

students who are required to use English at work for 

tourism and hospitality purposes need to improve their 

communicative abilities and particularly OCS. Cravotta 

(1990) stated that mastering ETP provided students with 

the required linguistic tools to work in the different chosen 

professions. ETP was important for learners since it helped 

equip them with the specific domains of language skills 

and knowledge. Consequently, learning the specific skills 

in English helped apply them properly and appropriately in 

the specific profession, workplace, and discipline. 
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              On the other hand, Fitria (2020) found that there 

were some benefits of teaching English for Specific 

Purposes (ESP). These benefits are learning speed, 

learning efficiency and learning effectiveness. She asserted 

that a needs analysis was of vital importance, since it 

enabled trainers to determine the specific requirements of 

teachers. On that account teachers would be ready to use 

language appropriately and correctly in job-related tasks, 

tasks that have been identified prior to the course by means 

of NA.  

            Needs analysis (NA), as a fundamental part and 

core process of teaching language for specific purposes 

course or syllabus development, provides crucial data upon 

which educators can make decisions. Prachanant (2012) 

argued that NA is the process of determining the needs for 

which a learner or a group of learners requires a language, 

and arranging the needs in accordance with their priorities. 

Kandil (2009) concluded in an earlier study that the needs 

of Arab learners were not usually incorporated in the 

instructional materials. The problem is still persistent and 

NA has not yet received sufficient attention from 

researchers and language teaching professionals. 

According to Kuivamäki (2015), NA is an essential tool in 

ESP course design. In vocational schools, English is taught 

for a specific purpose; namely, a specific profession. 

However, English teachers in vocational schools do not 

usually practice the profession their students are studying 

for, and therefore they lack firsthand knowledge of what 

their students will face when they enter working life. The 

following studies highlighted the significance of the 

process of NA, (Al-Hamlan & Baniabdelrahman, 2015; 

Elbakrawi, 2013;  Kandil, 2009; Kuivamäki, 2015; 

Richards, 2001).  
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             Based on the results of some previous studies (e.g. 

Albakrawi 2013; Choi, 2006; Coskun, 2009; Namtapi, 

2022; Parachanant 2012;  Zahedpisheh et al., 2017), the 

researcher found that the most needed skills in the tourism 

and hospitality workplace are the oral communication 

skills, speaking and listening skills. All these above 

mentioned studies, which all were applied outside Egypt, 

surveyed the needs, functions and problems of English 

language used by employees in the field of tourism and 

hotels. The findings of these studies revealed that OCS are 

the most required skills. Thus, investigating OCS pertinent 

needs in Egypt was the start point of the current research. 

It was the preliminary step for other researchers to benefit 

from its results.  

1.1 Context of the Problem 

         The current research is beneficial for ESP course 

designers. The significance of OCS needs of tourism and 

hospitality in Egypt remains a central challenge for 

researchers, curriculum developers, and classroom 

teachers. Moreover, assessment of oral communication 

proficiency in English for Specific Purposes (ESP) 

contexts is an apparent problem. Based on the review of 

literature, OCS were proved to be the most important 

skills. The results of NA, which investigated and 

specified the required OCS for employees in tourism 

and hotels field, would pave the way for designing any 

ETP course or textbook. An ETP course that includes 

topics, vocabulary, materials and activities will meet the 

needs of future jobs. 

           On the other hand, tourism is one of the leading 

sources of income in Egypt. At its peak in 2010 the sector 

employed about 12% of Egypt's workforce
 

serving 

approximately 14.7 million visitors to Egypt. The latest 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
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United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 

has revealed that Egypt is one of the world's fast-growing 

tourist destination for 2017, which amounts to 8 million. In 

order to equip future employees in tourism and hotels 

field with English language proficiency, an English for 

Tourism Purposes (ETP) program is a must. A program 

that meets leaners' workplace demands. Thus, In 

addition, there should be more focus on oral 

communication skills because they are the most needed 

skills in the workplace. The current study provides a 

needs analysis that might help curriculum designers 

reconsider the programs necessary for tourism and 

hotels employees. A needs analysis questionnaire was 

used to specify the most needed skills required by 

employees in the field of tourism and hotels.  

1.2 Statement of the problem 

     Egyptian curriculum developers may need to 

come up with a more meaningful and precise English 

language curriculum that meets the needs of employees 

of tourism and hotels field. Therefore, a NA that 

determines the highly needed oral communication skills 

was attempted for the purposes of this study. 

  Thus, this study aimed to investigate the following 

question: 

What are the highly needed oral communication skills for 

employees in the field of tourism and hospitality? 

1.3 Significance of the study 

The current study was attempted to: 

1-  identify some oral communication skills required for 

employees in the field of tourism  and hospitality; 

2-  help course designers and curriculum developers 

construct effective OCS courses and assessment tools 

and provide a flexible curriculum responsive to these 
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needs to enable future employees to excel in the 

workplace. 

3- shed light on the improvement of the Tourism and 

Hospitality English teaching. ETP syllabus and 

materials are more relevant to real-life needs and 

situations than general English.  

1.4 Delimitations of the study 

The study was confined to: 

1. A group of employees (n= 42), including receptionists, 

house keepers, concierges, reservation clerks, room 

service, security guards and waiters working in different 

hotels in Egypt. 

2.  A set of 15 OCS based on the review of literature and 

the Hospitality and Tourism Education Skill Standards 

Grade 12. These OCS were branch out three sections. 

The first section includes some listening skills; the 

second one includes some speaking skills; whereas the 

third one includes other skills related to OCS (e.g. 

conversational skills, fluency, accuracy, vocabulary and 

non-verbal skills). 

3. Semi-structured interviews were developed. The main 

purpose of using a semi-structured interview with 

tourism employees was to add, revise or expand on 

previous items of the questionnaire depending on the 

participants’ responses.  A more in-depth understanding 

of employees’ OCS level and their language needs 

would be available. 

4. The questionnaire and the interview were administered 

to the study participants in summer 2019. 
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2. Review of Literature 
2.1 Oral Communication Skills (OCS) 

             OCS may be taught  in  a  wide range of  general  

education  courses,  not  just  those  offered  by the 

communication  department. The development of OCS 

(speaking and listening) is much related to the acquisition 

of different components of language learning. Using these 

skills will improve EFL learners’ ability to learn new 

concepts, develop vocabulary and perceive structure. 

              In the context of workplace communication, 

having good oral communication skills is seen as an 

essential feature. In fact, employers often demand these 

skills as the number one quality they search for in potential 

candidates. Stevens (2012) states that the importance of 

equipping employees with good OCS in English has 

increased with the demanding nature of current workplace 

communication. In recent years, most employers believe 

that a low- proficiency language skill hinders employment. 

That is, employees must have OCS to be successful in their 

jobs as they are required to carry out different 

communicative tasks. Furthermore, a high proficiency in 

English , especially in OCS, could possibly provide 

employees with  the ability to solve different problems that 

take place in workplace situations. According to Clagett, 

(2012) "all graduates should possess OCS in English to 

guarantee that they can function efficiently at the 

workplace." Thus, higher educational institutions and 

universities are spending their efforts  toward improving 

OCS. 

             OC is a significant part of teaching English as a 

foreign language (EFL). English teachers, Tornqvist 

(2008) asserts, should work with OCS to prepare the 
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students for the oral part of the national exam of Englis. 

Another reason why teachers think that it is important to 

practice OCS in English is that through these skills 

students are able to use the target language themselves in 

different interactive situations. Additionally, practicing 

these skills will teach students how to make a conversation 

in workplaces even if they do not produce the correct word 

or expression. 

              Rao (2019) states that there is a need for learners 

to acquire OCS to achieve success in their respective 

fields. That is ,he explains, people need to learn OCSs in 

order to fulfill their desires, goals, and ambitions. Speaking 

is one of the most important communication skills in order 

to communicate well around the world. It is the most 

essential skill for those learners who wish to learn English 

language to enhance their career, build confidence, make 

public speeches in front of a big audience, attend 

interviews, improve their businesses, give presentations, 

and participate in group discussions and debates. 

Furthermore, having good oral communication skills is like 

a passport to getting better employment opportunities. In 

modern interviews, for instance, the real talent of  job 

seekers is tested through their performance in presentation 

skills, group discussions and debates. 

                Moslehifar and Ibrahim (2012) further introduce 

three oral communicative activities that can be helpful for 

students in improving their OCS inside the classrooms. 

Using face-to-face conversations, making oral formal 

presentations, and speaking on the phone with colleagues 

are three activities which are considered moderately 

important activities by researchers. Other activities can be 

suggested such as discussing proposals, topics, plans, 
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projects; reporting problems; and establishing friendly 

relationships with colleagues.  

             Kuivamäki (2015) highly recommended English 

for Specific Purposes (ESP) course for teaching OCSs 

which are required for students. It is also called English for 

Occupational Purposes. What makes this course more 

effective is that certain teaching methods based on the 

communicative approach are offered to teachers. This 

helps them provide students with faster and efficient means 

of reaching course objectives and thus developing their 

OCSs. 

2.2 English for Specific purposes ESP 

             In order to reach specific objectives, countries all 

over the world, including Egypt, introduced English 

courses at all the levels of the educational system through 

ESP. Any ESP course is considered the common and well 

established teaching methodology that language teachers 

actually use to achieve the specific learners' needs, and 

meet social requirements. Concerning ESP, Hyland (2007) 

argued that ESP encourages teachers to highlight 

communication rather than language, adopt a research 

orientation to their work and employ collaborative 

pedagogies. Moreover, Basturkmen (2006)  asserted that 

the role of ESP is to help language learners build up the 

needed abilities in order to use them in a specific field of 

inquiry, occupation, or workplace. She adds that language, 

in ESP,  is learnt neither for its own sake nor for that of 

gaining a general education, but to smooth the path to 

entry to or achieve greater linguistic efficiency in 

academic, professional or workplace environments. 

             Javid (2015) in his article, asserts that no single 

teaching methodology can be sufficient to address 

diverse and needs of ESP learners. That is, ESP teachers 
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have to pick and choose from a host of teaching 

methodologies to run an effective ESP course. He also 

confirms that learners’ personalities as well as the 

learning contexts are diverse and specific; therefor, there 

is an unavoidable need to choose matching pedagogical 

methodologies. 

2.3 English for Tourism purposes (ETP) 

              English for tourism purposes (ETP) is a branch 

of ESP.  Comparison between the communicative needs 

of tourism employees and personnel of the banks are 

done by Al-Khatib (2005) to shed some light on their 

different attitudes towards the lack, needs and wants. In 

his study, he also investigates the participants’ 

realization toward English to know identify they need 

more to be included or what they consider less important 

to be excluded. In his study, he observes that in applying 

and evaluating staff English proficiency the type of work 

has a significant role. Thus, developing and instructing 

an ETP course is an important issue that has to be taken 

into account. The reason is that using professional 

strategies and sufficient language learning is required in 

the tourism field. 

             ETP curriculum design needs skill, time, and 

major support. That is, to achieve successful 

communication in occupation settings, content language 

acquisition versus general English acquisition is 

required. In addition, the acquisition of ETP has to 

consider these main factors within an international 

context. Zahedpisheh  et al (2017) in their paper, aiming 

to provide an overview of the purpose of teaching ESP 

and ETP to the learners and users, conclude that second 

language speakers of English who wish to be employed 

and work in the service industry and international 
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tourism and those who aspire to learn ETP have to 

carefully regard the language they use and the context of 

the particular situation. Therefore, they maintain,  a 

complete and comprehensive curriculum of practical 

courses should be helpful and beneficial for them. A 

curriculum relating to English for international tourism 

and service industry needs to be carefully designed to 

suit the specific learners’ needs and wants. Mastering 

English for tourism purposes, thus, provides learners 

with the linguistic tools needed for travelling or for 

working in a variety of chosen professions in tourism and 

hospitality sectors. 

               A study by Aldohon (2014) shows that workers 

in the field of tourism face problems with English 

language skills, especially listening, conversation and 

reading respectively. The results reveal that speaking and 

listening are the most important skills, followed by reading 

and writing. He asserts that tourism workers faced 

problems using English language skills especially, 

listening and conversation. Concerning the English 

language functions, the results indicate that general 

conversation, answering questions and solving problems, 

and then providing services are the most important 

functions.  

               Van (2015), on his part, asserts that 

comprehensible communication in English plays an 

important role in facilitating hotel business. His study 

sheds light on the under-researched field of ESP in 

Vietnam and serve as a background for similar research in 

other fields and settings. The findings of that study 

provided curriculum developers with guidelines on ways to 

adapt ESP courses to the authentic needs of students and 

the industry. 
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         Based on the results of some previous studies 

(e.g. Albakrawi 2013; Choi, 2006; Coskun, 2009; Namtapi, 

2022; Parachanant 2012;  Zahedpisheh et al, 2017), the 

researcher found that the most needed skills in the tourism 

and hospitality workplace are the oral communication 

skills, speaking and listening skills. All these above 

mentioned studies surveyed the needs, functions and 

problems of English language used by employees in the 

field of tourism and hotels. The findings of these studies 

revealed that OCS are the most required skills. Thus it was 

the start point of the research. 

2.4 Needs Analysis 

             Concerning needs analysis, it is the first stage in 

any ESP course. NA is used to identify the specific needs 

of students. Having gathered all the information from the 

NA process, instructors will then be able to design a course 

based on the needs stated by the learners. Prachanant 

(2012) asserted that NA is thus part of syllabus 

development and it is normally needed before the 

development of teaching materials. NA plays a 

distinguishing role between ELT and ESP. All four 

language skills are equally emphasized in ELT as a general 

rule whereas NA determines, for an ESP course, what 

language skill/skills should be given priority on others 

according to the specific needs of the learners. 

           NA is a very critical part of the curriculum planning 

process in language teaching and learning. Richards 

(2001), on his part, indicated that NA as a process of 

gathering data may be defined “as procedures used to 

collect information about learners’ needs”. In addition, 

carrying out NA and determining language obstacles faced 

by learners is a crucial process. Similarly, Nunan (1988) 

defines NA as “techniques and procedures for collecting 
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information to be used in syllabus design.” Salas et al. 

(2013) pointed out that there must be a close 

correspondence between what learners wish to get out of 

the ESP experience and what the textbook has to offer. 

According to Graves (2010), activities should focus on 

student´s outside of class needs, and should help students 

develop specific language skills they need for authentic 

communication.  

               In his study, (Namtapi, 2022) the findings 

revealed that the tasks and functions tourism personnel 

frequently performed were mostly related to 

communicative skills, such as greeting, giving directions, 

providing information, and offering and asking for help. 

Their problems were also chiefly concerned with the 

listening and speaking skills, such as being unable to 

understand foreign English accents, having a limited range 

of vocabulary to engage in a conversation, and lacking 

grammar knowledge to maintain a conversation.  

                 Poedjiastutie and Oliver (2017) explored the 

challenges facing an ESP program. Students’ English 

proficiency is deemed to be less than adequate for such 

purposes and has been no systematic analysis of 

students’ needs to inform curriculum development and 

classroom instruction for the ESP courses. Clearly a 

rigorous evaluation was required to improve the 

teaching of English. It was the aim of this study to 

achieve this and to do so by means of a NA. To do this 

an ethnographic approach was undertaken focusing on 

the multiple realities of the three groups of stakeholders 

at this institution: employers, teachers and students. NA 

serves as a useful model for how pedagogical changes 

can be made not only at the target university, but also at 

other institutions. The findings showed that each group 
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acknowledged the importance of English as a global and 

international language and the effectiveness of the ESP 

programs. This study provided a useful direction for 

policy makers, curriculum writers and English language 

teachers. 
 

3. Method 
           To answer the research question, both quantitative 

and qualitative methods were employed through a 

questionnaire including open- and close-ended questions. 

The quantitative approach is appropriate for investigating 

the most required OCSs. The questionnaire was translated 

into Arabic to make sure that participants understand all 

items and to assure the reliability and validity of the 

findings. For this purpose, data was obtained quantitatively 

from a Likert-scale type questionnaire and analyzed 

statistically to answer the research question. On the other 

hand, the qualitative approach was used to analyze data 

obtained from semi-structured interviews with the 

participants in order to identify their professional needs, 

language skills, tasks, and deficiencies. Interviews were 

conducted with seven employees. The interviews were 

made face-to-face.  

3.1 Participants 

        This research comprised a sample of 42 Egyptian 

employees in 5 hotels in Egypt, mainly in Cairo and Sharm 

El-Shiekh . These employees have been working as 

receptionists, house keepers, concierges, reservation 

clerks, room service, security guards and waiters. The 

participants were 27 male and 15 female. In addition the 

sample of the study included 5 teachers of English in the 

tourism and hotels schoon in Damietta, Egypt as well as 3 

suprvisors.  
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3.2 Instruments of the Study 
3.2.1 Semi- structured interviews were developed. The 

main purpose of using a semi-structured interview with 

tourism employees was to add or revise or expand on the 

items of the questionnaire depending on the participants’ 

responses. This interview was in Arabic version to 

facilitate the task for the employees and for the sake of 

accurate results.. Thus, a more in-depth understanding of 

curriculum offered  to students, their level of OCS and 

their language needs would be available. 

      3.2.2 A needs analysis questionnare addressed to some 

employees in the field of tourism and hospitality aimed at 

identifying the required and most important OCS in the 

workplace. It contained 15 items that were categorized 

into three sections. The questionnaire is a 5-point Likert 

scale: "very important", "important", "quite important", 

"not very important", "not at all important". Each level is 

given an estimated value and the points devoted to these 

levels are 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 respectively. The resulting data was 

recorded and analyzed using the suitable statistical 

procedures. 
 

3.2.1 OCS Questionnaire Reliability and 

Validity 
a) Questionnaire Validity 

 Content Validity 

            To validate of the questionnaire, it was submitted to 

a jury of ESP and EFL specialists in curriculum and 

instruction. They were requested to give their opinions 

concerning the appropriateness of the skills to the 

employees in the field of tourism and hospitality. They 

were also asked to suggest any modifications and give 
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comments. According to the jurors' comments and 

suggestions, the researcher modified the questionnaire.  

 Internal Consistency 

To verify internal validity, using Spearman's rank 

coefficients, the researcher calculated the correlation value 

between the scores of each item and the total mark of 

questionnaire. The results were shown in table 1. 
 

Table 1 

 Internal Consistency Values of the Questionnaire Items 

(listening) 

N Items 
Correlation 

coefficient 

p- 

value 

1  I need listening to understand terms and 

scripts associated with tourism and hotel 

services. 

0.59 0.01 

2 I need listening to identify the speakers' 

purpose of communication. 

0.70 0.01 

3 I need listening to understand different 

accents like BE and AE. 

0.86 0.01 

4 I need listening to identify main ideas and 

specific details. 

0.53 0.01 

5 I need listening to respond to inquiries and  

questions foreigners ask about my work. 

0.72 0.01 

Table 1 indicates the correlation coefficient between 

the score of each item and the total score of the 

questionnaire concerning listening, the correlation 

coefficient ranges between 0.53 and 0.86 and all the items 

are statistically significant at α ≤0.01. Thus it can be 

concluded that the questionnaire items, in this section, are 

of adequate level of consistency. 
 

Speaking 
To verify the internal validity, using Spearman's 

rank coefficients, the researcher calculated the correlation 
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value between the scores of each item and the total score 

of the questionnaire. The results were shown in table 2. 
 

Table 2 
Internal Consistency Values of the Questionnaire Items 

(speaking) 

N Items 
Correlation 

coefficient 

p- 

value 

1 I need speaking to produce terms and  

expressions associated with tourism and 

hotel services 

0.56 0.01 

2 I need speaking to use  words and 

terminology related to my job.. 

0.83 0.01 

3 I need to speak English to clarify any 

information to guests (e.g. giving direction, 

solving problems etc.) 

0.88 0.01 

4 I need to speak English so as to discuss 

topics related to tourism and hotel services. 

0.62 0.01 

Table 2 indicates the correlation coefficient between 

the score of each item and the total score of the item it 

belongs to in the speaking skill, the correlation coefficient 

ranges between 0.56 and 0.88 and all the items statistically 

significant at α≤0.01. This proves that the items of 

questionnaire are of adequate level of consistency  validity. 
 

Other related skills 
To verify the internal validity, the researcher 

calculated Spearman's rank coefficients between the scores 

of each item and total mark of  the questionnaire. The 

results were shown in table 3. 
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Table 3 
Internal Consistency Values of the Questionnaire Items 

N Items 
Correlation 

coefficient 

p- 

value 

1 I need conversational skills 0.88 0.01 

2 I need grammar to use proper tenses. 0.87 0.01 

3 I need vocabulary to correctly speak and 

understand what I am listening to. 

0.73 0.01 

4 I need to speak with natural flow. 0.76 0.01 

5 I need use appropriate stress and intonation.  0.96 0.01 

6 I need to produce non-verbal cues to 

facilitate communication going 

0.88 0.01 

Table 3 indicates the correlation coefficient between 

the score- of each items and the total score of the 

questionnaire , the correlation coefficient ranges between 

0.73 and 0.96. All the items are statistically significant at 

α≤0.01. Thus, it can be concluded that the questionnaire 

items are of adequate level of consistency  validity. 
 

 Construct validity 
            To  verify construct validity, the researcher 

calculated the correlation coefficients between the total 

score of each domain and the overall score of the 

questionnaire. The results were shown table 4.  
 

Table 4 

Correlation coefficients between the total score of 

each domain and the overall score of the questionnaire 
Main skill areas Correlation coefficient p- value 

Listening  0.84 0.01 

Speaking  0.64 0.01 

related skills 0.91 0.01 

Table 4 shows the correlation coefficients between 

the total scores of each domain and the overall scores of 

the questionnaire. These coefficients are 0.84, 0.64, 0.9 as 

shown in the above table and they are all statistically 
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significant at α≤0.05. This proves that the questionnaire is 

valid. 
 

b) Questionnaire Reliability  
Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient  

             Cronbach’s Alpha was used to  calculate the 

Reliability Coefficient of the test through excluding the 

item score from the total score of the questionnaire. The 

calculated Reliability Coefficient was 0.75, which verifies 

the Reliability of the questionnaire. Table 5 shows 

Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of every  domain. 
 

Table 5 

Cronbach’s Alpha Coefficient values of the Questionnaire 

Domains 
Main skill areas Number of Items Cronbach’s alpha 

Listening  5 0.71 

Speaking  4 0.66 

related skills  6 0.80 

Total 15 0.75 

Table 5 shows Alpha reliability coefficients for the 

domains and the whole questionnaire. The coefficients for 

the skills are 0.71, 0.66, 0.80 in sequence. Moreover, the 

reliability coefficient is 0.75 for the whole Questionnaire 

which is a high reliability ratio. Therefore, the 

questionnaire is reliable to be applied. 

3.3 Study Procedures 

1. The questionnaire was administered to the sample of the 

study (n=42 employees). The researcher then, asked the 

participants to select only one option to rate the 

importance of the given skills. 

2. Two kinds of interviews were used. The first one, in 

Arabic version, was addressed to the main sample of the 

study who were the employees of tourism and 
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hospitality. The second one, in English language, was 

addressed to a group of teachers in the tourism and 

hotels school and supervisors.  

3. The data was processed statistically and analyzed 

afterwards. 
 

4. Data analysis 

               First, the collected quantitative data was analyzed 

statistically through standard deviation and relative 

weights (Importance) Analysis to calculate the relative 

importance of the skills included in the questionnaire. 

Second, qualitative analysis was employed to find common 

themes for identifying further OCS required for. The 

following tables show the mean, standard deviation, 

relative weight and the rank for the questionnaire items. 
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Table 6  

The Relative Importance of Oral Communication Skills for 

tourism (listening) 

N Items Mean 
Std. 

Deviation 

relative 

weight 
rank 

 Listening     

1  I need listening to 

understand terms and 

scripts associated with 

tourism and hotel 

services. 

4.12 0.99 19.9% 4
th
 

2 I need listening to 

identify the speaker’s 

purpose of 

communication 

4.14 0.78 20.04% 3
rd

 

3 I need listening to 

understand different 

accents like BE and AE. 

4.14 0.78 20.04% 2
nd

 

4 I need listening to 

identify main ideas and 

specific details  

4.09 0.85 19.82% 5
th
 

5 I need listening to 

understand inquires and 

questions foreigners ask 

about my work. 

4.17 0.82 20.16% 1
st
 

 Total  20.67 2.85   

 Table 6 shows the level of the study sample’s opinions 

towards the items related to listening skill where the opinions fell at 

a "high" level of performance. Item 5 is the most important with a 

mean of 4.17 and a relative weight 20.16%. Item 4 came in last place 

with a mean of 4.9 and a relative weight 19.82%. As For listening as 

a whole, the opinions of the study sample fell at a "high" level, with 

a mean of 20.67 and standard deviation of 2.85. 
 

Figure1 
The Relative Importance of Oral Communication Skills for 

tourism (listening) 
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Table 7 

The Relative Importance of Oral Communication Skills for 

tourism (speaking) 

N Items Mean 
Std. 

Deviation 

relative 

weight 
rank 

 Speaking     

1  I need speaking skill to 

produce expressions 

associated with tourism 

and hotel services 

4.45 0.55 24.51% 4
th
 

2 I need speaking to use 

words and terminology 

related to my job. 

4.57 0.59 25.16% 3
rd

 

3 I need to speak English 

to clarify any 

information to guests 

(e.g. giving direction, 

solving problems etc.) 

4.57 0.59 25.16% 1
st
 

 

4  I need to speak English 

so as to discuss topics 

related to tourism and 

hotel services. 

4.57 0.55 25.16% 2
nd

 

 Total  18.17 1.65   

0
0.5
1
1.5
2
2.5
3
3.5
4
4.5

Mean

Std. Deviation

relative weights
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 Table 7 shows the level of the study sample’s 

opinions towards speaking where the opinions fell at a 

'high" level of performance. Item 3 is the most important 

among the four items with a mean of 4.57 and a relative 

weight 25.16%. Item 1  came at the last place with a mean 

of 4.45 and a relative weight 24.51%. As for speaking as a 

whole, the opinions of the study sample fell at a "high" 

level, with an arithmetic mean of 18.17 and standard 

deviation of 1.65. 
 

Figure 2 
 The Relative Importance of Oral Communication 

Skills for tourism (speaking) 

 
 

Table 8 shows frequencies, mean, standard deviation, and 

relative weight of the study sample's opinions about items 

of the related skills. 
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Table 8 

The level of the study sample’s opinions towards related 

skills 

N Items Mean 
Std. 

Deviation 

relative 

weight 
rank 

 other related skills     

1 Conversational skills 4.24 0.82 17.13% 1
st
 

2 I need grammar to use 

proper tense 

4.05 0.85 16.36% 5
th
 

3 I need vocabulary to 

correctly understand what 

I am listening to. 

4.07 0.81 16.46% 6
th
 

4 I need to speak with 

natural flow.  

4.17 0.82 16.84% 2
nd

 

5 I need to use appropriate 

stress and intonation.  

4.11 0.99 16.65% 3
rd

 

6 I need to produce non-

verbal cues to facilitate 

communication going 

4.09 0.88 16.55% 4
th
 

 Total  24.74 4.42   

 In table 8, the level of the study sample’s opinions 

towards related skills was shown. Item 1 fell at a "high" 

level of performance. "Conversational skills" is the most 

important with a mean of 4.24 and a relative weight 

17.13%. Item 3 came at last rank with a mean of 4.07 and a 

relative weight 16.46%. As For related skills as a whole, 

the opinions of the study sample fell at a "high" level, with 

a mean of 24.74 and standard deviation of 4.42. 
 

Figure 3 
The Relative Importance of Oral Communication Skills for 

tourism 
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              The results of the current study correspond with 

the results of some previous studies in different countries 

(Choi, 2006; Coskun, 2009; Kandil, 2009; Kuivamäki, 

2015; Namtapi, 2022; Noor, 2019; Parachanant 2012; Rao, 

2019; Saraa, 2020; Sharma, 2019; Zahedpisheh et al, 

2017). The current study tried to specify which OCS 

required for tourism and hotels employees in Egypt. In 

spite of the fact that the skills of the questionnaire came in 

different ranks, they all proved to be significant. The 

results of the interviews present another skills. The 

participants suggest "using cohesive devices to keep 

communication, expressing oneself fluently and using 

body language" The current study paves the way for 

building a new curriculum for tourism and hotels schools 

in Egypt. It provides a beneficial analysis which certainly 

helps the Centre for Curriculum and Instructional 

Materials Development (CCIMD) in Egypt design a new 

syllabus that meets the needs of Egyptian future 

employees.  
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5. Results and Discussion 

           Concerning the quantitative results, they show that 

the differences between the relative weights of the skills 

are slight, in each domain and among the three domains, 

ranging from 19.82%: 20.16%, 24.51%: 25.16% and 

16.46%: 17.13%, which indicate that all skills included in 

the questionnaire are significant for employees. The 

following three items that represented the indicators of the 

OCS came at the first rank: "I need listening to understand 

inquires and questions foreigners ask about my work", "I 

need to speak English so as to discuss topics related to 

tourism and hotel services" and "conversational skills". 

They are considered the most important skills among the 

rest of the skills included in the questionnaire. However, "I 

need listening to identify main ideas and specific details", 

"I need speaking skill to produce expressions associated 

with tourism and hotel services" and "I need vocabulary to 

correctly understand what I am listening to" came at the 

last rank. On the other hand, the qualitative results assert 

the importance of the selected skills in the questionnaire. 

On their parts the employees assured the importance of the 

skills through semi-structured interviews. They also 

suggested other skills rather than the skills in the 

questionnaire (e.g. nonverbal skills, body language and 

facial expressions). 
 

6. Conclusions and Recommendations 
            The results of the current study assert that 

discussion and understanding guests' inquiries and 

conversational skills are the highly required OCS in the 

tourism  workplace. Needs Analysis, as a backbone of any 

ESP, is a guideline for curriculum designers and syllabus 

developers. NA can provide useful information to inform 
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the development of a teaching program to assist the future 

employment of students. The results of the current study 

paved the way to English language teaching development. 

Findings of NA in this study may help build a course 

focused mainly on developing communicative competence 

and teaching functional language based on the most 

required OCS for tourism and hotels employees. To sum 

up, the current study investigated OCS in the Egyptian 

tourism field. Further studies in this domain are 

recommended for further identification of the needs of 

tourism employees with English language skills rather than 

OCS.  
 

References 
Alam, Q. & Uddin, A. (2013). Improving English Oral 

Communication Skills Of Pakistan Public School's Students. 

International Journal of English Language Teaching, 1 (2), 17-

36. 

Albakrawi, H.M. (2013). Needs Analysis of English Language 

Secondary Hotel Students in Jordan. International Journal of 

English Language Teaching, 1 (1), 33-50. 

Al-Hamlan, S. (2005). A needs analysis approach to EFL Syllabus 

Development for Second Grade Students in Secondary 

Education in Saudi Arabia. American International Journal of 

Contemporary Research, 5(1), 118-145. 

Alkhatib, M. A.(2005). English in the Workplace. An Analysis of the 

Communication Needs of Tourism and Banking Personnel. 

Asian EFL Journal, 7, (2).  https://www.asian-efl-

journal.com/June_05_akh.php 

Basturkmen, H. (2006). Ideas and options in English for specific 

purposes. Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc, New Jersey 

Choi, K.(2006). Needs Analysis of Students of Tourism English. 

English Language & Literature Teaching. 12.  3.  243- 267  

Clagett, C. A. (1997). Workforce Skills Needed by Today's 

Employers. Market 



 2023 784( 38) المجلد  

 358 

               Analysis. Largo, MD: Prince George's Community Coll., 

Office of 

               Institutional Research and Analysis. Clark. 

Coskun, A. (2009). An ESP Course for Tourism Students. ESP 

World, 25, (8). 1-15. www.esp-world.info   

Cravotta, J. S. (1990). English for Tourism Purposes. A new 

approach in the field of English for Specific Purposes. 

Retrieved from  

http://www.espfortourism.blogspot.my/2012/05/english-for-

tourism-purposes.html 

Dunbar, N., Brooks, C.& Kubicka-Miller, T. (2006). Oral 

Communication Skills in Higher Education: Using a 

Performance-Based Evaluation Rubric to Assess 

Communication Skills. Innovative Higher Education, 31, (2), 

115-128.  

Eslami Rasekh, A., & Simin, S. (2012). Investigating EAP of 

tourism in Iran: A case study of students’ perception. English 

for Specific Purposes World, 36, (12). 1-26. Retrieved from 

www.espworld.info/Articles_36/Shahla_Simin_tourism.pdf 

Far, M. M. (2008). On the Relationship Between ESP & EGP. A 

General Perspective, English for Specific Purposes World. 7, 

(17), 1-11, 55-66. 

Fitria, N. T. (2020). Teaching English For Specific Purposes To The 

Students In English Language Teaching. Journal of English 

Teaching Adi Buana, 5(1). 

Graves, K. (2000). Designing Language Courses: A Guide for 

Teachers. Boston: Heinle & Heinle 

Hyland, K. (2007). English for Specific Purposes: Some 

Influences and Impacts. https://www.researchgate.net 

Javid, C.Z. (2015) English for Specific Purposes: the role of learners, 

teachers and teaching methodologies. European Journal of 

Scientific Research, 11, (20), 17- 34. 

http://www.europeanjournalofscientificresearch.com/issues 

Kandil, A. (2009). Needs analysis and the Arab learners. In H. 

Aldohon (2014.), English for Specific Purposes (ESP) for 

Jordanian Tourist Police in Their Workplace: Needs and 

Problems. International Education studies,7, (11).  

Kuivamäki, T. (2015). Learning And Teaching Oral Communication 

http://www.esp-world.info/
http://www.espfortourism.blogspot.my/2012/05/english-for-tourism-purposes.html
http://www.espfortourism.blogspot.my/2012/05/english-for-tourism-purposes.html
http://www.espfortourism.blogspot.my/2012/05/english-for-tourism-purposes.html
http://www.espworld.info/Articles_36/Shahla_Simin_tourism.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/226497899_English_for_Specific_Purposes?enrichId=rgreq-371999dd6a692ae63d0ba2b6ba202286-XXX&amp;enrichSource=Y292ZXJQYWdlOzIyNjQ5Nzg5OTtBUzoxMDgwMTg1MDcxOTQzNjhAMTQwMjc2NTAyODIzMA%3D%3D&amp;el=1_x_3&amp;_esc=publicationCoverPdf
https://www.researchgate.net/


 2023 784( 38) المجلد  

 359 

In English In Vocational School: Learners’ and teachers’ 

views, Master’s Thesis. University of Jyväskylä.  

Lahmer, M. (2020).  Investigating the Use of Learner-Centered 

Methods in Teaching Literature in Algerian Higher Education: 

The Case of Djillali Liabes University Sidi Bel Abbes, 3. (1), 

130-136. 

              revues.imist.ma/index.php 

Morozova, Y. (2013). Methods of Enhancing Speaking Skills of 

Elementary Level    Students. Translation Journal, 17 (1), 

http://translationjournal.net/journal/63learning.htm 

Moslehifar, M. A. & Ibrahim, N. A. (2012). English Language Oral 

Communication Needs at the Workplace: Feedback from 

Human Resource Development (HRD) Trainees. Procedia - 

Social and Behavioral Sciences. 66. 529 – 536. Available from 

www.sciencedirect.com  

Namtapi, I. (2022). Needs Analysis of English for Specific Purposes 

for Tourism Personnel in Ayutthaya. LEARN Journal: 

Language Education and Acquisition Research Network, 

15(1), 409-439. 

Noor, N. M. (2019) A Needs Analysis of English Oral 

Communication Skills among Tourism  Management Students. 

Dissertation Submitted For The Degree Of Master Of 

Linguistics, Faculty Of Languages And Linguistics, University 

Of Malaya Kuala Lumpur.  

Prachanant, N. (2012). Needs analysis on English language use in 

tourism industry. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 

66, 117-125. doi: 10.1016/j.sbspro 

Rahman, M. (2010), Teaching Oral Communication Skills: A  Task-  

based Approach”, ESP World, 9 (27), 1- 11. online at 

http://www.esp- world.info/Articles_27/Paper.pdf 

Rahman, M. (2015). English for Specific Purposes (ESP): A Holistic 

Review. Universal Journal of Educational Research, 3 (1), 24-

31. 

Rao, P.S. (2019). The Importance Of Speaking Skills In English 

Classrooms. Alford Council of International English & 

Literature Journal (ACIELJ), 2 (2).   

https://www.researchgate.net 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/


 2023 784( 38) المجلد  

 360 

Salas, S., Mercado, L. A., Ouedraogo, L. H., Musetti, B. (2013). 

“English for Specific Purposes: Negotiating Needs, 

Possibilities, and Promises”. English Teaching Forum, 4. 12-

19. Retrieved from  

https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/51_4_3_sala

s_et_al.pdf. 

Saraa, N. (2020). Teachers’ Challenges while Designing an ESP 

Syllabus. International Arab Journal of English for Specific 

Purposes (IAJESP), 3 (1), 83- 99.  

            revues.imist.ma/index.php 

Sharma, V. (2019). Challenges in Teaching Communication Skills 

(English) To Undergraduate Students In Himachal Pradesh 

(India), Indian Journal Of Applied Research, 9 (10), 25-26 

Simion, M. O. (2012). The importance of teaching English in the 

field of tourism in universities. Annals-Economy Series, 2, 

152-154. 

Strevens, P. (1988). ESP after twenty years: A re-appraisal. In M. 

Tickoo (Ed.), ESP: State of the art ,1-13. SEAMEO Regional 

Language Centre. Cambridge University Press 

Van, V. (2015). English as Lingua Franca Vietnamese Hotel. 

Communicative strategies Institutional English Language 

Testing System, IELTS.  

 Retrieved https://vuonlen089.files.wordpress.com 

Zahedpisheh, N. AbuBakr, Z. Saffari, N.(2017). English for Tourism 

and Hospitality Purposes. English  Language  Teaching,   10 ( 

9), 86-94.  

   http/ doi.org/10.5539/elt.v 
 

https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/51_4_3_salas_et_al.pdf
https://americanenglish.state.gov/files/ae/resource_files/51_4_3_salas_et_al.pdf
https://vuonlen089.files.wordpress.com/

