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Abstract: Language is the bridge of communication between countries and peoples, 

which is why many governments attach great importance to teaching foreign 

languages. And the Arabic language is one of the important languages for 

communication between peoples, both in terms of history, culture and the number of 

users. Hence, the Chinese government pays great attention to teaching Arabic. Given 

the different political systems, history, and culture between China and the United 

States, The policies and regulations for teaching foreign languages in the two 

countries are quite different, which affects the situation of teaching foreign 

languages in the two countries, including Arabic. With the development of the 

political and economic situation in China, many important changes occurred in its 

policies in teaching foreign languages. The political situation in the United States 

also affected its policy in teaching foreign languages. Hence, the University of 

Foreign Economics and Trade in Beijing began teaching the Arabic language more 

than half a century ago as compulsory disciplines, like other universities in China. 

As for teaching Arabic, offered by the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 

the United States, it is an elective, not compulsory. Comparing the differences in 

foreign language education policies between China and the United States and 

differences in the educational status of the Arabic language can help improve our 

understanding of the culture and politics of the two countries and enhance Arabic 

language education. 
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